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Dual Standards

We wish to promote wine
industry that would generate
value addition to the grape growers
in the country, but we have to
euphemistically term it as grape
processing. We wish to keep alive
the spirit (no pun intended) of
Mahatma Gandhi's abstinence; yet,
it is precisely in the regions where
prohibition is in force that the spirit
flows freely. Adolescents have
immense curiosity and liberal access
to the internet; however, sex
education in their growing years is
taboo. Bollywood reels can be
replete with suggestive gyrations in
the guise of romantic songs, but
natural lip locking is a definite no-no.
We take pride in our hoary traditions
of worshipping goddesses but don’t
hesitate to treat women as the
property of men. We claim to have a
kind philosophy towards animals, yet
few of our actions reflect the
philosophy.

What is it in our blood that
makes us Janus-like in our
attitudes? Is it historical? A mélange
of a pre-colonial liberalism reflected
in Konarak and Khajuraho, and the
influence of a more orthodox Islamic
prevalence over the centuries? Is it
reflective of the dichotomy of our
society — one that is post-modernist

and closer to the westemn
philosophy, and another that is firmly
rooted in conventional oriental

coyness? Or is it just a mysterious
behavior of the human mind that is
not exclusively an Indian attribute?
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The people of the United States, as
liberal a society that one can
envisage, nevertheless did expect
their President to be puritan in his
personal life! m (Editorial Team)

Johny Joseph Retires,

Joins as Upalokayukta
Mr. Johny Joseph, IAS 1972,
retired as Chief
Secretary of
Maharashtra on
30t November.
Immediately
after retirement,
Mr. Joseph was
appointed as Upalokayukta of the
State. He took over the new
charge on 1st December 2009.

A function was organized
by the IAS Officers’ Association
on 30" November at Mantralaya
Continued on Page 8

JP Dange is the New

Chief Secretary
Mr. JP Dange, IAS 1973, has
been appointed
as the new
Chief Secretary,
Maharashtra. He
took over from
the outgoing CS
Mr. J Joseph on A N
30t November 2009. Mr. Dange
was Additional Chief Secretary,
R&FD prior to his posting as the
Chief Secretary.

We wish him success in

his new assignment. m

December 2009

Goes around,

Comes around

One day a man saw an old lady,
stranded on the side of the
road, but even in the dim light of
day, he could see she needed help.
So he pulled up in front of her
Mercedes and got out. His Pontiac
was still sputtering when he
approached her.

Even with the smile on his
face, she was worried. No one had
stopped to help for the last hour or
so. Was he going to hurt her? He
didn't look safe; he looked poor and
hungry. He could see that she was
frightened, standing out there in the
cold. He knew how she felt. It was
those chills which only fear can put
in you.

He said, “I'm here to help
you, ma’am. Why don't you wait in
the car where it's warm? By the way,
my name is Bryan Anderson.”

Well, all she had was a flat
tyre, but for an old lady, that was
bad enough. Bryan crawled under
the car looking for a place to put the
jack, skinning his knuckles a time or
two. Soon he was able to change
the tyre. But he had to get dirty and
his hands hurt. As he was tightening
up the lug nuts, she rolled down the
window and began to talk to him.
She told him that she was from St.
Louis and was only just passing
through. She couldn't thank him
enough for coming to her aid.

Bryan just smiled as he
Continued on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1

closed her trunk. The lady asked
how much she owed him. Any
amount would have been all right
with her. She already imagined all
the awful things that could have
happened had he not stopped. Bryan
never thought twice about being
paid. This was not a job to him. This
was helping someone in need, and
God knows there were plenty, who
had given him a hand in the past. He
had lived his whole life that way, and
it never occurred to him to act any
other way.

He told her that if she really
wanted to pay him back, the next
time she saw someone who needed
help, she could give that person the
assistance they needed, and Bryan
added, “And think of me.”

He waited until she started

Sawve Power

her car and drove off. It had been a
cold and depressing day, but he felt
good as he headed for home,
disappearing into the twilight.

A few miles down the road
the lady saw a small cafe. She went
in to grab a bite to eat, and take the
chill off before she made the last leg
of her trip home. It was a dingy
looking restaurant. Outside were two
old gas pumps. The whole scene
was unfamiliar to her. The waitress
came over and brought a clean towel
to wipe her wet hair. She had a
sweet smile, one that even being on
her feet for the whole day couldn’t
erase. The lady noticed the waitress
was nearly eight months pregnant,
but she never let the strain and
aches change her attitude. The old
lady wondered how someone who
had so little could be so giving to a
stranger. Then she remembered

Sawve the Eauwtiv

Bryan.

After the lady finished her
meal, she paid with a hundred dollar
bill. The waitress quickly went to get
change for her hundred dollar bill,
but the old lady had slipped right out
the door. She was gone by the time
the waitress came back. The
waitress wondered where the lady
could be. Then she noticed
something written on the napkin.

There were tears in her eyes
when she read what the lady wrote:
“You don't owe me anything. | have
been there too. Somebody once
helped me out, the way I'm helping
you. If you really want to pay me
back, here is what you do: Do not let
this chain of love end with you.”

Under the napkin were four
more $100 bills.

Well, there were tables to
Continued on Page 7
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Maharashtra Tourism -

Out of the Box
By S Shankar Menon

| managed to create the Ellora
festival of music and dance in 1985,
conceived the Elephanta festival so
brilliantly delivered by my successor
in MTDC, Dev Mehta, who also
fleshed out my idea of floodlighting
the Gateway of India and the sweep
of Gothic buildings from Institute of
Science to the GPO in South
Mumbai. Though much else has
happened, including the elegant
Deccan Odyssey train confected with
love and passion by Ashish Kumar
Singh, this only touches the fringe of
tourism in our glorious state. Here is
how we can do a lot more.

In my tourism plan of 1986
when | was MD, MTDC, | had
suggested a casino in the park of
250 hectares proposed to be
developed in Nhava-Sheva. This
park is now taking shape. All good
things happen in government in good
time. At that time the CM laughed at
the thought when | mentioned it to
him. He would have been pilloried for
immorality at times of greater need in
other essential areas. Now, 25 years
later, the time seems ripe. MTDC will
wipe out its losses overnight and our
State  will get untold tourists
like Kathmandu does. Nhava-Sheva
is also far away from schools and
colleges and gambling is now part of
the modern tourism ethos. Our
morality is strong enough to survive
greater challenges like corruption
and religious fanaticism, so black-
jack, roulette and others can be
brought on par with horse racing.
Shyam Chainani, my great friend in
the Bombay Environmental Action
Group will oppose, writs and torts will
fly, but great successes are achieved

at great cost.

Maharashtra can also make
a start by legalizing betting in cricket
and other sport. This mundane
activity happens all over the world.
The inflow of domestic tourists into
this state will be huge; we will also
export this to other states. Mafias will
try to enter, a few of my friends may
even be shot dead, but they will go
with a smile on their lips at the odds
they have given for the next Irfan
Pathan six.

As Municipal Commissioner
of Aurangabadin 1984, | had
planned a giant Buddha statue at
Harsul Lake, which is on the way to
Ajanta. With a deer park around it
like at Nara in Japan, where | was
recently again after 1982,in the
course of my usual aimless
wanderings. Buddhist aspirations in
Aurangabad are huge and all of
them were delighted when |
mentioned this. | had got the great
scholar, Anand Buddhant Kaushalya
to visit us at Corporation expense to
flesh out details. Then | was moved
out and the gentle scholar of great
learning moved on to wherever
Buddhists think they go when they
shuffle their mortal coil. A part of this
project is giant inscriptions on the
hills around the city from sacred
texts...to be lit up at night. This of
course will  gild the  beautiful
Deccan idyll perhaps, but create a
tourist attraction to rival both Ajanta
and Ellora on their very doorstep.

| had got hold of an
Engineering expert from the Soviet
Union at no cost, a brilliant Indian
student | had met there, to find
ways to open out the big clock in the
main market of Aurangabad and put
in large figures that would come out
at noon like the clock in Munich. This
too is a possibility even today.

Aborted then by my transfer to
Mumbai and even though | went into
tourism for five years as MD, MTDC
and Secretary in the department, the
Aurangabad clock had too many
wheels within wheels to become a
reality. Why can't someone do this
now? Or for that matter in any other
district/s that has a large central
clock? The figures need to be local
to reflect the heritage around.

| was Municipal Com-
missioner of New Mumbai for a day.
The Chief Secretary of the time
then convinced the CM he had made
a clerical mistake. In the process,
after signing a notification to bring in
an alternative for Octroi, | dreamed
up sculptures on the new Mumbai
hills like Mount Rushmore in
Washington. You can have all the
leaders in giant relief, a lot of blood
will be spilled in their selection, but
why not think about it seriously? This
can also be flood-lit at night and
what a lovely sight that will make my
countrymen. Many, many craftsmen
will be employed for quite a long
while, Satya Meva Jayate can be
inscribed in huge letters, maybe the
Ashok Chakra, maybe not. The
Municipal Commissioner can help
with the inauguration, but do let me
know when that happens. Unlike the
opening of the National Gallery of
Modern Art, with which | was
involved in undoing the knots while
Secretary, Culture and to which | had
to invite myself many years later.

Somewhere in Maharashtra
you need a modern Disneyland with
all our religions as a theme. You can
have the Magi coming to visit Christ
at birth, the hegira from Mecca to
Medina, the long and forbidding trek
to Mansarovar where the pillar of ice
may have melted when you get
Continued on Page 6
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Details of retired IAS officers of Maharashtra Cadre
S(r). Name Batch Address Phone No. Email
. 347, Sector A, Pocket C, Vasant Kunj, 011- 46193110 .
1 | M Subramanian 1954 New Delhi 1100070 09650022944 saromani55@yahoo.com
Flat No. 501, Charleville ‘A’ Road, Churchgate,
2 | MR Kolhatkar 1960 Mumbai 400020 22875651
. C 1, Sri Chakra, 75 (new 36), Bazullah Road,
3 | PB Rajagopalan 1961 Chennai 600017
142, Buena Vista, Gen. J. Bhosale Marg, 22026856 :
4 | SR Kakodkar 1961 Mumbai 400021 9819435025 srgps@hotmail.com
i) 16, Lodi estate, New Delhi-110003 011-24632194
5 | K Padmanabhaiah 1961 |ii) 'Bhanu Kunj, 8-2-684/1/14, Road No.12, 09810296692 padam_k@yahoo.com
Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500034
i) 314, Shalaka, Maharshi Karve Rd, Mumbai 21 | 22852106 R
6 | CK Modi 1962 |ii) 1141, Vanashree, Palm Beach Road, Nerul, | 27525055 ckmodil@yahoo.com
Navi Mumbai 9322752106
- 22028598 Off
7 |sG Kale 1963 414, Shalaka, Maha_r|sh| Karve Road, 22841256 Dif ybehavan@vsnl.com
Cooperage, Mumbai 400021 29883507 R
404, Shalaka, Maharishi Karve Marg, Mumbai | 22045635
8 |Dev Mehta 1965 400021, 08210-31039
. 2, Gulmohur Residency, 20 Gulmohur Park, 020-25881568
9 | CD Singh 196 1171 Road, Aundh, Pune 411007 9822298269
Flat No. 10 A, Nyay Sagar CHS, Opp. Guru 43437467
10 | Arun Bongirwar 1966 |Nanak Hosptial, Madhusudan Kalelkar Road, 23513000 X 467
Kala Nagar, Bandra (E), Mumbai 400051
. . . 011-24354747 .
11 | Arun Kumar Mago 1967 | E-7, Nizamuddin West , New Delhi -110013 09811088098 arunkmago@hotmail.com
. , 3, Tahiti CHS, Juhu-Versova Link Rd, Andheri | 26249411 L .
12 | Jagdish Joshi 1967 (West), Mumbai 400053, 9820145077 jagdishjoshi@hotmail.com
. 22020430
13 | Asoke Basak 1967 ‘:’AOZ’ ghazlgggfo A - Road, Churchgate, 22845450 asokebasak@yahoo.co.in
umboa- 9819555334
, . 2, Sarang, Gen. Jagannath Bhosale Marg, 22846606
14 |t Nimbalkar | 1967 | Naviman point, Mumbai-400021 9870297898 | ajiimbalkar@hotmail.com
, - 5-South, Dilwara, Maharshi Karve Road, 9819069988 . -
15 | Ravi B Budhiraja 1968 Cooperage, Mumbai 400021, 22047271 ravibudhiraja@yahoo.co.uk
. . 12, Churchgate Mansion, ‘A’ Road, Churchgate, . .
16 | Rajendra Singh 1968 Mumbai 400020 22850305 shrirajendrasingh@yahoo.com
17 | SN Khandekar 1968 | 240, Hill Road, Gandhinagar, Nagpur 440010 | 0712-2241794
. 51, Praneet, 234,Jayvant Palkar Marg, Worli, 9819334333 . .
18 | Navin Kumar 1969 Mumbai 200030 24961231 navinkumar46@hotmail.com
. 71, Palm Grove, (Plot 5) Sector 50, NOIDA 09717620248
19 | Man Mohan Singh 1971 201303 0120-4218098 m_h_n2503@yahoo.com
Prabhakar G Suruchi, 26/24 Sahawas CHS, Karve Nagar, _
20 Koranne 1973 Pune 411052 020-25440358
Ganaraj Apartments, Khare Town, Dharampeth, )
21 | VG Deshpande 1973 Nagpur 440010 0712-2541668
22 | AD Wasave 1974 |P.O. Natawad, Taluka & District Nandurbar 9903172570

Every path has its puddle
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Professor of Finance and Baillie Gifford Chair
for Financial Markets and Dean (International +44(0)131-650-
23 | Abhay Abhyankar 1974 | Office), Edinburgh School of Business, 8075 abyanka@gmail.com
University of Edinburgh, 320 WR Building, 50
George Square, Edinburgh EH8 9JY
0712-2749292
24 |BN Zamre 1975 |301, Hanuman Nagar, Nagpur 440009 09881156232
. A-1/1 Ravi-Uday CHS, Datta Mandir Marg, 02564 - 261438
25 | GB Pingulkar 1975 | chendani (Koliwada), Thane(W), 400601. 09371552931
1076/24,Giriraj CHS, Old Chaturshringi Road, | 220:256°642L R
26 |VP Rane 1975 Ono. Dhanukar Bunaalow. Pune 411016 25672723
pp. Dhanukar Bungalow, Pune 9822979874
. Vikas Colony, Bungalow No.9, Trimbak Road, |0253 - 2355390
27 |BB Pati 1975 satpur, Nashik 422007 9372995563
28 |JC Nivsarkar 1976 |52, K Bharatnagar, Nagpur 440001 0712-2531763
601, "C", Amaltas, Juhu Versova Link Road
29 |Vinayak K Date 1977 | Above HDFC Bank, Andheri (W) Mumbai dvdate@ksb.co.in
400053.
Purba Rabindra Palli, PO Nona-Chandanpukur, )
30 | MB Ray 1977 Barrackpore, Dist. 24 Parganas (N), 700122 | 03320922853
14, Bel Haven, 23 New Marine Lines, 22018441 R
31 | Subhash S Lalla 1977 | Churchgate, Near Bombay Hospital, Mumbai 22078960 O subhashlalla@hotmail.com
400020 9870055555
Flat No.703-704/14, Indra Darshan Phase Il, Off 65708312
32 | MB Appalwar 1979 | New Link Road, Oshiwara, Andheri (West), 9821114520
Mumbai 400053.
-y 260, Parmanand,West High Court Rd., Bajaj 0712-2249253 - .
33 | PM Bhishikar 1982 Nagar, Nagpur 440010 0937282506 pmbhishik@yahoo.co.in
nQad " 0240-2485418 R,
34 | AN Hoge-Patil 1983 gig'ggha N'3/344, CIDCO, Aurangabad 2484401 Off hogepatil@yahoo.co.in
' 9764004451
603, Neelsagar, Bandra Reclamation, 26409140 .
35 |WG Gorde 1983 Bandra (W), Mumbai 400050 9892803778 wgorde@gmail.com
Yashoda Hospital, Indora Chowk, Nagpur 0712-2641600
36 | NJ Ramteke 1983 | 440017 09923263824
. 202, Megh Madhura Shanivas, 38, Cement 0712-2248973 . S
37 | SD Jahagirdar 1984 Road, Nagpur 440010 09325091164 sameerjaha@rediffmail.com
. A-5, Chintamani Nagar, Somalwada, Nagpur 0712-2290642
38 | AT Joshi 1984 440025 09822939383
21-Aloka,Gazetted Officer's Colony, West High | 0712-2552309
39 | MN Bobde 1989 | court Road, Civil Lines, Nagpur 440001 00860520723 | Mnbobade@yahoo.com
. Pitruvaibhav Appt., Opp. Muka-Badhir 0712-2249133
40 | RD Jahagirdar 1991 |\idyalaya, N.Ambazari Rd., Nagpur 440010 | 09422110636
. 07122457651
41 | VR Khobragade 1991 |8-B SRS Dhantoli, Nagpur 440012 9923136412
. 34- Talmale Estate, Ring Road, Trimurti Nagar, |0712-2021826
42 | SG Kinkar 1991 ) Nagpur 440022 09422162280
A/8 'Yashoshri' CHS, Shrinagar, Opp. Shivani 25835353
43 | BR Pokharkar 1996 |Maternity Home, Near Wagale Estate, Thane 9892861249
(W) 400604

We have received details from 43 officers, which have been published. We request other retired officers also to send

their details so that we can publish them in the coming editions of Harmony.

It is prosperity that gives us friends, adversity that proves them




6

NEW IDEAS

HARMONY 92 m December 2009

Continued from Page 3
there. There can be fun and
instruction, syncretism for young and
old, as we get polarized. We can
even have Ram Setu with the many
explanations that affidavits before
the Supreme Court cannot convey in
its full totality. My favourite in this
theme park will be fasting foods.
Snacks that are eaten when you are
supposed not to eat any. After all the
rigours of religion need to be
adopted for large-scale convenience.
BMC has Rs. 400 crores
now for the zoo. It is best to develop
Rani Baug as a botanical garden,
shift the sad looking animals to New
Mumbai and create a spanking
modern zoo there, or at a site in
Goregaon. On the lines of the
Bhopal Zoo or the Hackenback
outside Hamburg, or is it Munich?
The Bhau Daji Lad Museum, glorious
in re-birth, needs a more splendid
environment and a rich treasure
house of plants and open space in
the middle of the city will do all of us
a lot more good, apart from the
visitors it will attract. The Byculla
botanical varieties, even now, are
second only to Kolkatta. The sad
looking lions looking like retired
Colonels too tired to even whisper
one rank one pension, need more
open freedom in their reclining years.
A Jewellery Museum in
Gondia, which has a lot of lac. The
abandoned film studios in Kolhapur
reborn into a Universal studio kind of
place to bring in young and old from
everywhere. Each one of our 34
districts outside Mumbai needs to
concentrate on their genius and
create something out of the ordinary
to go with the natural and
architectural heritage. An annual
mango festival in Ratnagiri at the
Thebaw Palace, now a utilitarian

polytechnic will bring grace to
substance. A water world as at San
Diego can be located in Ratnagiri or
even an underwater sea world as at
Cairns in Australia.

Yeldari in Parbhani has a
haunted house where a begum's
ghost supposedly lingers. If she does
not, she can be invited by MTDC on
a weekly basis. To prevent her from
being a full time employee with
benefits of TA and DA. More
seriously, our possibilities for tourism
in this state are endless. And we
haven't even touched the lissome
coast or the verdant sahyadris that
can be afforested with private help
and the granite MTDC monstrosities
at Malshej Ghat transposed into
more passable architecture.

Easy, of course, to sit in my
beanbag in Bandra in happy retire-
ment and dream. To put flesh on the
skeletons...aye, there's the rub!

(Mr. S Shankar Menon, IAS 1963
Retd., can be contacted by email:
sshankarmenon@hotmail.com)

“Of Parking and

Flowerpots"
By CD Singh

As we were returning from the ATM

we saw a car
parked in the SBI
premises.

“The  watchman
tells me the
Manager has a
new car, it has a
ribbon still hanging on it,” said my
wife. | saw a white Indigo inside the
SBI premises.

“The Manager has hired a taxi like
the Commissioner of income Tax,
who had a red dome light and
Government of India written on it;”
which was not really right on a taxi, |
felt.

Remembering the Commissioner, |
added it was wrong to park a taxi
inside  government  premises
at night.

“It's her car.”

It's a taxi, | said.

“It's a taxi hired for her, so she’s
parked it in her premises,” my wife
reiterated.

It's a taxi she is using and it's wrong
to park a taxi in the SBI premises.
“What's wrong in parking a taxi you
hire, in your premises?” my wife
enquired.

To use the SBI premises to park a
taxi at night is not at all correct, |
said.

“It's your taxi, you have got it for
yourself, what's wrong in parking it in
your premises?”

It's like this, | said. If a guest comes
in a taxi to spend the night with you,
there is a difference in parking the
taxi inside the house or outside it on
the road.

“What is the difference?”

| said, you have to gauge the
difference; if anything happens to the
taxi outside the house it's not our
concern, but if something happens
inside ...

“What can happen inside?”

| said see, if the taxi is parked inside
and a flowerpot falls on the driver or
the taxi...At this, she burst out
laughing; “Now what has the
flowerpot to do with the taxi parked
in the SBI premises?”

| thought it best to end the
discussion there. A subject which
had serious repercussions, whether
the taxi should be parked inside the
SBI premises, could not be laughed
off.

(CD Singh, IAS 1966, Retd., now
lives at 2/20 Gulmohur Park, ITI
Road, Aundh, Pune 411007 and can
be contacted on Ph. 020-25881568)

What soberness conceals, Drunkenness reveals




